ASUO Senate

25 January 2006

EMU Board Room

Attendance in compliance with Oregon Public Meetings Law ORS 192.650: Stephanie Erickson, Jared Axelrod, Wally Hicks, Kyle McKenzie, Natalie Kinsey, Toby Piering, Dallas Brown, Kristin Kato, Amy Dufour, Monica Irvin, Kyla Coy, Richard Malena, Reinier Heyden, Sara Hamilton, Tyrel Love, Mike Filipelli, Rachel Lee (arrived at 7:55).
Voting Records in compliance with Oregon Public Meetings Law ORS 192.650 will list only nay and abstaining votes by name; all other senators will have assumed yay votes.

I. Call to Order: 7:05 PM

II. Approval of Agenda

Motion to add JSO as ‘e’ under V. Special Requests.

Motion: 

Second: 

Motion to add Women’s Center as ‘a’ under VI. Old Business.


Motion: Filipelli



Second: Dufour


Motion to approve agenda.


Motion: Heyden



Second: McKenzie

III. Approval of Minutes


a. 18 January 2006

Motion to approve minutes of 18 January 2006


Motion: Hamilton



Second: Axelrod


Vote: Passes unanimously

IV. Committee Updates
ADFC.  Kyle:  Had first meeting with Steve McBride, will have meeting next week with high-powered negotiations.  Campaign will start with AHA.  Next negotiation is next Tuesday at 5 o’clock.
EMU.  Hamilton: Will approve budgets and goals today, hearings began last night, should reach completion sometime next week.  Clean-up from flooding in building has been discussed, will slowly be repaired over next few months.  Clarified that three budget hearings need to be attended by senators.

PFC.  Axelrod:  Hearings have begun and are going well.

President.  Stephanie:  ASPAC meeting attended by herself and Hamilton, budgets discussed.  New provost who discussed diversity plans.  Please attend budget hearings.
VP.  Hamilton: No report.
Ombudsman.  Axelrod: Attendance of budget hearings will be recorded, and will be strict with required numbers.  Heyden: Asks if senators will vote at budget hearings.  Axelrod: attendance is for personal education so senators can ultimately understand the final programs budget.

Treasurer. Filipelli: Surplus is 153,798.79. National Assoc. of Black Journalists has lost fundraised money from last year which was inappropriately rolled over into surplus.  The process of returning those funds is being explored.  Additionally, various groups were accidentally given 3,000 dollars over their budgeted amount because of an accounting glitch.  Axelrod: explains that during the transfer of G accountings, during the accounting transition, things went askew.  Brown: expresses serious concern for the misplacement of such large sums of money.

Academic. Dufour:  Meeting changed to 5:00 Monday because tonight’s meeting didn’t materialize.  
Finance. Filipelli: No report.
Personel. Hamilton: Temporary administrative assistant has been located until hiring process can be completed.
Rules.  Filipelli: Will meet tomorrow at 4:00 in the Umpqua Room; all are encouraged to come.  Hamilton: clarifies room and time.

Executive. Coy: Westmorland campaign still going, canvass on Saturday, Wednesday night there will be an informational session at Westmorland Community Center, Thursday OUS board is coming to meet on campus.  SWAT training on Tuesday, January 31, all encouraged to participate, will be sent out on programs listserve. On February 3rd there will be a casting call for the Venus Festival fashion show- they want as many people to come out as possible.  Please come out and audition.

V. Special Requests
a. MeCha

i.  Plans to host a fifth annual regional conference on Feb. 12th, an event unplanned for during the budget process because of the late assignment of location each year.  Request of 2,000 dollars from surplus to help carry on conference.  An estimate of costs included in the materials provided to senators.
Ty Schwoeffeman: as multicultural advocate, he strongly encourages the Senate to grant request. The group began planning last-minute but with great dedication. The event supports many students, with approx. 250 expected to attend.  Event run by and for students, and it’s a great opportunity to view array of cultures.  Urges Senate to show support for students of color.  Presenter at conference is a famous women’s activist with ties to Cezar Chavez.  Malena: Asked why other MeCha chapters couldn’t help with the financial burden.  Presenter: Community colleges work with a significantly smaller budget than the UO.  Irvin: notes that assignment of conference location occurred after budget process, so the group could not have budgeted for their expenses.  They began fundraising as soon as they knew.  Dufour: asks if event if free and open to all.  Speaker: there is a registration fee, but event is free for UO students.  Students from other MeCha chapters are charged 15 dollars.  Axelrod: asks how often conference comes to UO.  (Question then referred to Irvin).  Irvin: the last time was three or four years ago.  Axelrod: feels comfortable supporting as a one-time expense being used to cover extraneous expenses the group could not possibly foresee.  Because they fundraised 1,800 dollars, it’s apparently they’ve made the effort.  Brown: asks how many attendees they expect.  Presenter: 250 are registered, but approximately 300 are expected.  Brown: entertainment is projected to cost 2,000 dollars- what does that entail?  

Move to authorize spending for MeCha OS057 in the amount of $2,000  from Surplus OS000I for MeCha regional conference.



Motion: Filipelli



Second: McKenzie



Vote: Passes 13-0-2

ii.  The group would like to create a food holding account out of a conference account.  They have $6,200 and would like to buy traditional foods through means external to the university rather than use Catering Services.  They would like an $800 food holding account so they can purchase traditional foods.


Move to authorize transfer of $800 from MeCha Conference OS057I to MeCha’s Food Holding account, in line item designated for conference.


Motion: Heyden



Second: Axelrod

Filipelli: Asks why only $800 if expense is projected to be $3,200?  Speaker: Because they’ve fundraised the rest.

Vote: 13-0-2

b.  Black Law Students Association
Speakers: Janile and Justice.  The group is requesting $3,100 to help pay for 11 students to attend the Western Regional Black Law Student’s Association Convention in San Diego from February 16-19th.  11 students are being sent- 8 will compete in a mock competition, 2 of which are delegates to the convention.$4,900 is estimated to be the cost, and the group has fundraised over a thousand dollars.  $400 is allocated in a line item for the conference, but the difference of $3,100 remains.  Reason for request is to support two competing teams.  The last conference went well and 12 students were able to attend.  There is enough interest to form two teams this year.  Second speaker says they initially attended the conference in the past for exposure and to meet people, while this year they look forward to competing in a national setting.  In August, they began fundraising, and most of efforts first semester were to raise money and increase awareness of event.  To compensate for it being an event that a select few are going to, the club makes an effort to participate in campus events and incorporate themselves in the law school community.  They hope to share the benefits of their experiences on campus, as well as advise undergrads about grad school and law school.  Justice: Reiterates their fundraising efforts—they only get $1,200 allocated to them each year, which they’ve already doubled through fundraising and the school year is only halfway complete.  They participate in BSU meetings, MCC activities, affirmative action day, have an increased presence on campus, etc.
Janile: explains miscalculation on budget which are noted on senator’s copy of budget request.
McKenzie: asks how many years conference has existed.  Janile: every year. Justice: says last year it was in Seattle, which was more affordable for their delegation.  McKenzie: asks about the necessity of sending two teams- sending one team only could save $1,000. Janile: they are trying to increase access to students besides African American students in an effort to be a diverse delegation.  The number could be reduced, but they would have to fundraise in the last thirty days to cover.  McKenzie: suggests to Senate that one delegation be sent this year, and next year the convention can be included in their regular budgeting process.  Justice: discusses increased group membership, various fundraising efforts engaged in and the financial burdens of the group.  Necessary that she and Janile attend conference due to their seats on the regional board.  Explains basis for two team choice was to increase access to event and their competitive edge.  Hicks: vouches for the high profile of group and their high level of activity.  Conference is type of event that adds prestige and contributes to image of university as a whole.  Thinks that should be rewarded for their efforts.

Motion to transfer $400 dollars from Surplus OS000I to OS017I for the Western Regional Black Law Students Association Convention.


Motion: Hicks



Second: Filipelli
Piering: asks why convention not provided for by PFC in budget process—history of bad spending?  Justice: yes, however the new group leadership has improved legitimacy and spending within group.  Piering: How much given last year? Justice: $950 given for event, she believes. Kato: reminds senators of allocation of $3,000 to LALSA in fall for their conference, in which only four were sent. Filipelli: supports comment, calls question.


Vote: 15-0-1
c. Oregon Students of Color Coalition (OSOCC)
Speaker: Ty Schwoefferman.  ASUO Executive-sponsored request of $600 from surplus to help provide scholarships to cover the registration costs of students wanting to attend the 5th annual OSOCC conference organized by the UO and Lane CC chapters with help from OSA.  200 students are already registered.  Organized specifically for students of color surrounding issues pertaining to students of color.  A unique and rare opportunity in Oregon.  Over 40 workshops on topics including environmental racism, women, labor, diversity within schools, the queer community of color, prison industrial complex, etc.  Not fee funded because OSOCC is traditionally supported by the ASUO. 
Hamilton: is conference open to those who don’t identify as students of color? Schwoefferman: yes.  Coy: request is essentially from the executive, to go in OSOCC fund under conference line item. Piering: good opportunity for UO to be host, great deal for campus for just 600 additional dollars. Malena: disservice to UO committee not to sponsor. Axelrod: how many people planned to register?  Schwoefferman: they have roughly 60 so far. Axelrod: has the executive put any other money towards this?

Coy: currently in discussions with Ty about how much to give- they expect at least $500, but will determine after senate allocation.

Motion to transfer $600 from Surplus OS000I to Oregon Students of Color Coalition OS035G.



Motion: Axelrod



Second: Dufour

Vote:  15-0-1

d.  Survival Center
Speakers: Danae and Jack
The group purchased a camera for $579.96, but somehow it came out of this year’s budget to no fault of the Survival Center.  Two PO’s as proof are provided to senators.

Axelrod: when was camera purchased, and how? Jack: It was last may, at the Shuttlebug in the mall. Danae: attached on back is copy of actual PO used and fax of invoice from shutterbug.  Not processed until august, because of some mistake through accounting.
Hamilton: money taken out of this year’s budget?  So that money was rolled over to surplus?  Janae: Yes.


Motion to transfer $579.96 from Surplus OS000I to Survival Center OS089I.



Motion: Hamilton



Second: Filipelli

Axelrod: what was process, with PO—was PO written after purchase of camera?  Did you get an estimate? Jack: Yes.

Vote: 15-0-1

e. Japanese Student Organization (JSO) 

Request to release $600 from food holding for Japan Night, being held this coming weekend, Saturday Jan. 28th at 5:30 PM.  They need food holding released to buy food items.

Filipelli: asks if group will use University Catering.  Speaker: No, will make own food to provide culturally authentic dishes.

Motion to release $600 from JSO Food Holding account OS045I for Japan Night.



Motion: Filipelli



Second: Heyden

Vote: 15-0-1
IV. Old Business
a. Women’s Center Veto.  Coy distributes President Walsh’s letter explaining veto and requests that Senate now override veto because issue of favoritism and exclusiveness has been resolved.
Richard: encourages senate to flex muscle and make motion.


Motion to transfer funds from Women’s Center Director Payroll account to Other Programming Expenses.



Motion: Filipelli



Second: Heyden

Hamilton: gives support for WC, but worried about precedent of opening up payroll for programming.  Voted no last time, and is voting no again.

Brown: was absent at last meeting and requests that discussion be re-opened so he can hear arguments and participate. Axelrod: reminds Senate that 12 aye votes are required to override Executive veto. Dufour: calls question.

Vote: 12-3-1

VII.  New Business

a. Pictures for website. Hamilton: website re-done, brought camera to take pictures of each senator.  Senators can submit a digital picture, or take one next Wednesday.
Kinsey: asked where to email.  Hamilton: to my account.
b. Special Senate Committee. Erickson: last Friday various ideas were discussed, including Hamilton’s idea to create a committee which could convene and make goals for increasing student’s access to their senators, as well as improve Senate’s role and voice on campus.  Frohnmayer approves of idea. Will be an ad hoc committee, must motion to form it, and add whoever wants to be on it.  Advocates as a great idea.  Coy: asks to explain further specific goals for committee, so people know more what the committee would do.  Erickson: expands on original comments, including expanding website. 

Motion made to create ad hoc committee with purpose of “making Senate better.”



Motion: McKenzie



Second: Heyden

Axelrod: would it have to be a formal meeting requiring minutes and listserve notification? Erickson: Yes. Irvin: asks if they could make it less formal.

Erickson: thinks committee needs to meet publicly for benefit of students and group, put discussion on public record. Membership and times can be casual, however.  Locations can be volunteered, etc.

Vote: unanimous.

VIII.  Announcements
a. Axelrod: PFC meetings, tomorrow in Alsea room, Friday in board room at 5 PM.

b. Erickson: provides personal safety anecdote and encourages senators to wear helmets when biking and drive carefully.

c. Malena: invitation to join Frisbee golf tournament this weekend.
IX. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn made by Senator Axelrod.
